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there to protect his district and assist 
with the fires. At this point, the Valley 
fire is only 30 percent contained. The 
Butte fire has taken 233 homes. 

As a result of these devastating fires, 
sadly, two firefighters have lost their 
lives, three civilians have been killed, 
and four firefighters have been hos-
pitalized due to receiving severe burns. 
Literally, we have thousands and thou-
sands of men and women who are out 
there manning these fires. 

So the question is: What should we 
do about it as these numbers, sadly, 
continue to rise? 

We need to better manage our for-
ests. We need to help alleviate and cut 
down on the fuel that is there through 
the brush that has made these fires 
spread incredibly fast in conditions 
that were never foretold. Wildfire sup-
pression and better managing our for-
ests is a key to doing this. 

The funding that we provide for nat-
ural disasters, like to FEMA for hurri-
canes and for earthquakes, ought to go 
toward putting out these fires. 

We have exceeded over $1 billion in 
the U.S. Forestry Department’s budg-
et, and we have completely overrun our 
ability to provide funding. 

Currently, money the U.S. Forest 
Service has allocated for forest cleanup 
in order to prevent fires is being used 
to put the fires out. 

We must put our political differences 
aside and pass legislation that will al-
leviate this crisis in Western States 
and in California. 

In addition to getting legislation 
passed that will provide funding for 
putting fires out, we need to put legis-
lation together that would, in fact, in 
the future, manage our forests better. 

In July, I, along with Congressman 
VALADAO, introduced legislation, the 
Western Water and American Food Se-
curity Act. 

This is part of a larger effort to deal 
with this issue. This legislation is the 
first step toward passing a bill that 
will provide additional tools for Cali-
fornia to manage drought. This bill ad-
dresses a number of solutions to fix 
California’s broken water system. 

They include improved operations 
that are governed by the latest science, 
which will allow us to move more 
water when water is available in the 
system; additional water storage ca-
pacity; increased water recycling and 
reuse; improved water efficiency; and a 
conveyance solution that minimizes 
the use of an ecosystem as infrastruc-
ture and that balances the water needs 
for all of California. 

This is but one of the tools that we 
need to address. We have legislation in 
the House, and we have legislation in 
the Senate. This fall, I hope we will be 
able to work together in a bipartisan 
fashion to pass this important legisla-
tion. 

Certainly, these wildfires tell the 
public—and the public tells us—that we 
must do something about this. It must 
be a priority that we get something 
signed into law this year, before the 

rainy and snowy seasons begin. Lord 
knows, we hope it rains and snows this 
winter. 

People in California, people in our 
valley, which has been ground zero for 
the drought impacts, and people in the 
West want Congress to act. 

I urge my colleagues to take the ap-
propriate action and pass much nec-
essary legislation affecting the drought 
conditions in California and in the 
Western States. 

f 

DAVID C. HYDE, JR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. LOUDERMILK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, 
throughout our lives here on Earth, 
God places in our path certain people 
who influence our lives, who help shape 
who we are, and who ultimately help us 
to understand our purpose. 

A couple of years ago, I met someone 
whose optimism, faith, and valor in the 
face of difficulty has had a great influ-
ence on me, on my family, and on our 
entire community. 

I met Mr. David Hyde in 2013, who at 
that time was a small business owner 
in Cartersville, Georgia. At that time, 
I was a relatively unknown candidate 
for Congress, who was promoting the 
idea that America’s days are still 
ahead of us if we define where we are 
going and aggressively set a course to 
get there. David quickly became a sup-
porter and a friend. 

Although many had lost hope in re-
storing America’s greatness, David was 
a breath of fresh air. His patriotism 
was inspiring; his optimism was infec-
tious; and his energy invigorated me 
with a willingness to fight on. 

David and I share a vision: to restore 
our struggling Nation to one that is 
free, safe, and full of opportunity. We 
both believe that we can turn the tide 
and give our grandchildren a nation 
better than the one we inherited, but, 
of course, it will take a lot of hard 
work. 

Within 2 weeks of our introduction, 
David was given the news that he had 
esophageal cancer and that it was rap-
idly spreading. Now, after nearly 2 
years of, quite literally, putting up the 
fight of his life, the cancer is quickly 
taking David’s life. The time my friend 
has left with his wife and children is no 
longer measured in months or weeks, 
but in days. 

In realizing that any day could be 
David’s last, I recently asked: David, if 
you had the ability to speak to the 
American people, what would you say? 

Mr. Speaker, in response to that 
question, David sent me the following 
words of encouragement to give to the 
people of this great Nation. David 
wrote: 

I recently had the honor of going to lunch 
with a friend just days before he shipped off 
to join the Navy. 

As we sat enjoying our meal, I saw in the 
eyes of my friend a young man who was 

proud to be given the opportunity to serve 
his country. 

The more we talked, the more he reminded 
me of another young man who, 35 years ear-
lier, had also left home and family to join 
the Navy. The similarities between the two 
of us were not lost on me, and it reminded 
me of all that America held for a young man 
like me back then. 

While my vision of sailing the high seas 
and protecting the land of the free may have 
been somewhat jaded by the old black and 
white movies I grew up watching, the dream 
of doing something that really mattered was 
alive and real to me. While America may 
have gotten off course, the goal of why we 
served has never changed. 

We have lost many of the freedoms we once 
held, but I believe we are not so far from 
those days that, with hard work, sacrifice, 
and turning our eyes back to God, they can-
not be restored. 

My life is a living example of God’s res-
toration powers. 

It doesn’t appear God will heal my sick 
body, but I know that, in the land I am soon 
going to enter, I have already been granted a 
new body—a perfect one—which I will have 
for eternity. That, my friends, is restoration. 

Just as He will restore me, I believe He can 
restore our Nation to the greatness it once 
saw, but it will only be possible if we turn 
our affections back to Him. The road to res-
toration is not easy, as I can personally at-
test. It is hard, painful, and discomforting. 
But when your eyes are upon God, not your 
problems, the path is much easier to endure. 

b 1030 

He has set out a clear plan with guidelines 
that aren’t hard to follow. As our Founders 
understood, we may have some battles to 
overcome and a wilderness to cross, but we 
must not be paralyzed by fear of the un-
known, for it is ‘‘In God We Trust.’’ 

When leading the Israelites from bondage, 
Moses had to lift his rod over the Red Sea in 
complete trust before God parted the waters 
for safe passage. He trusted God and forged 
on. 

Although he faced insurmountable odds, 
the fear of the unknown didn’t stop Joshua 
from forging on. 

During the darkest hours of the American 
Revolution at Valley Forge, Washington 
didn’t give up, but dug in and put his faith in 
the providence of God. 

Leaders who are willing to do what is dif-
ficult or even what seems to be impossible 
are the ones who carry the team forward. 

We must honor God and know that his 
plans for us include only one thing, His 
glory. If we are in it for Him, we win. If we 
are in it for ourselves, we lose. 

Just as my young friend went out to serve 
in the U.S. Navy without a clearly defined 
path or step-by-step guidelines, but fully re-
lying on his authorities to lead him, we must 
know that, if we are to return to our coun-
try’s traditional values, we need to study our 
history, find men and women willing to ad-
here to those founding principles, and tight-
en ourselves for a brighter future led by our 
intelligently chosen authorities. 

Who is your leader? 
My best advice, as a man looking back-

wards with 20/20 vision, is to decide now 
whom you will serve and proceed in a man-
ner worthy of your calling. 

David C. Hyde, Jr. 

Thank you, David, for these words of 
inspiration and hope. God bless you, 
my friend, as you forge ahead in faith 
and trust in God almighty. 
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NO SHUTDOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. NOLAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker and Mem-
bers of the House, we have 6 legislative 
days until the Government of the 
United States shuts down for lack of 
funding. 

Why? It is because the Republican 
leadership here in the House has failed 
to bring forth critical appropriations 
bills to fund the government. As a re-
sult of that, we are faced with the need 
to pass a continuing resolution to fund 
the government; yet we have leading 
Members of the Congress here threat-
ening to shut down the government 
rather than to put forth on the House 
of Representatives here a bipartisan 
bill for a continuing resolution to fund 
the government. 

Instead, we have partisan after par-
tisan after partisan legislative meas-
ures brought before the House here 
under closed rules that the leadership 
knows isn’t going to go anywhere, but 
it is introduced for the perceived no-
tion of partisan gain. 

The hard simple truth is that the 
American people want the Congress to 
put their partisanship aside and to go 
to work, start fixing things, finding 
common ground, rebuilding the middle 
class, creating jobs, and restoring the 
American Dream. They surely don’t 
want another government shutdown 
that puts people’s jobs, families, our 
government, and our national security 
at risk. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
House, the Congress of the United 
States needs to come to Washington 
and to go to work. If the Congress 
doesn’t do its job and get its work 
done, then Congress shouldn’t get paid. 
The working men and women of Amer-
ica don’t get paid when they don’t 
come to work, why should the Congress 
get paid? 

That is why I have introduced the No 
Government No Pay Act to prohibit 
Members of Congress from getting paid 
during a shutdown of the Congress’ own 
creation—because people in this coun-
try, they don’t want a shutdown. 

They want to see the Congress go to 
work, find common ground, fix things, 
get things done, rebuild America with 
a transportation bill, not another kick- 
the-can-down-the-road, short-term fix. 
They want jobs with good-paying bene-
fits, not a Trans-Pacific Partnership 
agreement that sends their good-pay-
ing jobs overseas. 

The American people want accessible 
health care for our veterans, as indeed 
they should be receiving, not a trip to 
‘‘kingdom come’’ every time a veteran 
needs some medical care. 

The American people, they want to 
see protection from Social Security 
and for Medicare and the recognition 
these are not entitlements, that these 
are benefits that people worked hard 
for and started paying for the first day 
that they ever went to work. They 
surely don’t want to see those benefits 

turned over to Wall Street and to the 
big insurance companies. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
House, if the Congress doesn’t go to 
work, it shouldn’t get paid. 

More importantly, the Congress 
needs to go to work and bring these 
measures under open rules before the 
full House of Congress because that is 
how you find common ground, that is 
how you get things done, that is how 
you fix things in America. 

The American people want it; they 
deserve it, and they have every right to 
expect it. 

f 

PROTECTING LIFE BY DEFUNDING 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, like the majority of the 
American people, I was disgusted and 
angered by the recent videos showing 
Planned Parenthood officials appar-
ently willing to sell the tissues and or-
gans of aborted babies. That is right; I 
said ‘‘babies,’’ not a glob of tissue as 
some would suggest. 

I have always been unapologetically 
pro-life, and the mere thought of such 
horrific actions is beyond words. That 
is why I come to the floor today to 
urge my colleagues to support the 
Defund Planned Parenthood Act, which 
will cut all Federal funding for 
Planned Parenthood until the House 
conducts a complete and full investiga-
tion into the organization’s abortion 
practices. 

I am also pleased that this legisla-
tion will reallocate Federal funds cur-
rently being used to fund Planned Par-
enthood’s abortion services to commu-
nity health centers and other clinics 
that help provide preventative care to 
women without performing abortions. 

Women’s health is extremely impor-
tant, and it is my belief that the fund-
ing currently being used to fund 
Planned Parenthood’s abortion agenda 
will be better used by helping our local 
clinics provide vital women’s health 
services without promoting the mali-
cious practice of abortion. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that the ma-
jority of my constituents in the Third 
Congressional District of West Virginia 
want to see a culture of life promoted 
in Washington, not a culture of bar-
barity and lack of respect of life. 

My constituents deserve to know 
that their taxpayer dollars are going to 
organizations that represent their val-
ues and beliefs, not to organizations 
that are determined to push their own 
agenda that goes against the will of the 
American people. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
passage of Defund Planned Parenthood 
Act of 2015 and to promote the sanctity 
of life and listen to the American peo-
ple and my constituents when they say 
they have had enough of their hard- 
earned tax dollars being spent to pro-

mote Planned Parenthood’s pro-abor-
tion agenda. 

f 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. VEASEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address a very important 
issue that continues to trouble the 
American people, and that is the Re-
publican obsession of denying a woman 
and families’ access to certain 
healthcare services like birth control. 

Republicans’ outdated views on fam-
ily planning do nothing to empower 
women and nothing for families in 
their success in the 21st century. The 
latest round in the Republicans’ battle 
against women’s access to health care 
is, yet again, an attempt to eliminate 
Federal funding for Planned Parent-
hood. 

This debate has been riddled with lies 
and deliberate misinformation de-
signed to shock the American people, 
while needlessly demonizing one of the 
Nation’s leading women’s healthcare 
providers. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is time that 
we talk about a few things and clear up 
some issues and talk about the facts in 
this. Since its inception, Planned Par-
enthood has empowered millions of 
women nationwide by providing afford-
able access to contraception. Cutting 
off funding would cripple Planned Par-
enthood’s ability to provide this cru-
cial service for our Nation’s women. 

The two primary sources of Federal 
funding for Planned Parenthood come 
from two programs, Medicaid and Title 
X Family Planning. These programs 
were created as a safety net to provide 
low-income individuals with access to 
critical medical services that they 
would otherwise be forced to forego due 
to their high cost, such as birth con-
trol. 

Together, these programs account for 
over 40 percent of Planned Parent-
hood’s operating budget. Stripping 
these dollars would severely decrease 
Planned Parenthood’s ability to pro-
vide care for 2.7 million people that 
they serve every year. 

Let me tell you what this means. 
This means millions of the Nation’s 
poor women would not only be at risk 
of losing affordable contraceptive serv-
ices and counseling, but also their ac-
cess to breast and cervical cancer 
screenings, as well as testing and treat-
ment for STDs. 

It is important to understand that, 
for those who are uninsured, this is the 
only way to get this lifesaving care. 
This would mean 400,000 fewer pap 
smears for women, 500,000 fewer breast 
exams, and 4.5 million fewer STD tests 
and treatments nationwide. 

Let me be clear. It is not just Demo-
crats’ districts that will be affected. If 
you go outside of the Dallas/Fort 
Worth metroplex, these smaller cities 
and suburban areas and rural areas, 
those are Republican districts; they 
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